The next opportunity that John Paul Il will address the cursillistas that we have on record
is on the occasion of the 3rd National Ultreya of Italy:
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Itis with greatjoy that | welcomeyou, dear brothers and sisters, who have cometo Rome
to participate in the Third National Ultreya of the Cursillos in Christianity. | greet my
venerable brothers in the episcopate present here; | greet the diocesan coordinators,
the territorial leaders and the members of the interdiocesan working group, who
constitute the "structures of communion" of your movement.

With effect, | embrace each of you, priests, religious men and women, and lay people
who offer your contribution to evangelization, placing yourselves at the service of
diocesan pastoral work.

You have ardently desired that this day's work should precede the meeting with the
Successor of Peter to affirm once again that your firm will serve the Church by accepting
every directive of the Magisterium and conforming yourselves to its pastoral
orientations. Indeed, you are committed to remaining always in harmony and working in
close union with the ecclesial community. You have the unigue mission of evangelizing
society, taking care of the formation of consciences, and penetrating the environments
in which you live with the spirit of the Gospel.

DEMANDING FOLLOWING OF CHRIST. SPEECH AT THE THIRD NATIONAL ULTREYA OF ITALY

The term Ultreya, so familiar to you, refers to the suggestive image of the Christian life
as an itinerary of interior conversion and spiritual pilgrimage. It underlines that our
existence as believers is the demanding following of Christ, who asks us to go always
beyond our projects and aspirations; Jesus invites us to deny ourselves, to take up our
cross and follow him (cf. Mt. 16:24). Only in this way do we become "new" men and
women, the living leaven of a renewed world.

Humanity needs apostles of the Gospel. Of apostles who put nothing before fidelity to
Christ; of men and women who proclaim the truth and transmit, by the coherence of
their behavior, the joy of having met the divine Savior; of people who know how to speak
of God and give witness of their love to the people of their time, exposed to so many
ephemeral attractions and distracted by consumerist ideologies that are often
dehumanizing.

LOOK CONSTANTLY TO JESUS.

Your role in the Church, dear brothers and sisters, is to create nuclei of believers who
carry the message of salvation everywhere, asserting the weight of their opinion not by
imposition but by the credibility of their witness. As you like to repeat, it isa matter of



"vertebrates" in our world, building Christian "vertebrae" for society. Moreover, you
must be these spiritual "vertebrae" to allow the Gospel to become the skeleton of
humanity renewed by the Spirit. But to play such a delicate role, it is necessary, above
all, to rediscover your vocation and deepen it daily through a personal encounter with
grace and divine mercy. You must nourish yourselves with unceasing prayer so that you
may be authentic adorers of the Father and assiduous disciples of his word; frequent
participation in the sacraments of Reconciliation and the Eucharist is indispensable for
you to persevere on the path of sanctification. The eyes of your spirit must constantly
look to Christ, to the Tabernacle, because it is from the Eucharistic mystery that you
receive the light and strength necessary to advance along the path of holiness.

In this perspective, spiritual direction and regular participation in the days of sharing,
retreats, and spiritual exercises, as well as in the other formation meetings planned by
your movement, are also beneficial. In this way, you will experience how surprising the
action of the Holy Spirit and God's grace transforms the believer's existence.

INSTRUMENTS OF HIS LOVE.

Christ counts on me; | count on him".

This brief expression summarizes well the missionary commitment that is entrusted to
you. Everything comes to you from him, but he asks of you the availability to work
effectively through your persons. Be docile instruments of his love, fearless witnesses,
and humble servants of his love. You must continue to spread the "Rollos," the living
proclamation you have received; you must be the living proclamation of the Gospel.

With a spirit imbued with hope and missionary zeal, "shout out" your fidelity to Christ
without ever failing to live up to his expectations. Shout them out with your life in the
daily fulfillment of your duty. You know how exciting it is to work for the kingdom of
God, and you know well the spiritual thirst of the human heart.

"A great, challenging and magnificent undertaking" - | wrote in the Exhortation
Christifideles Laicis - "has been entrusted to the Church: that of a new evangelization, of
which the world today is in great need. The lay faithful must feel that they are a living
and responsible part of this undertaking" (CL. Enc. No. 64). Here is the apostolic field
open to you too in these years of great historical importance: The Church asks you to be
instruments of reconciliation and fraternity, spreading friendship among those who live
close to you. | ask you to contribute to a new flowering of the world, often transformed
into a desert because of selfishness and sin.

A CHAIN OF PRAYERS.

Dear brothers and sisters, in the Cursillos in Christianity, after having experienced during
the three days of the course a strong impact with the love of God and with the practical
demands that derive from it, begins what you call the fourth day, which lasts, practically,
the whole existence. On this long day - that is, every day of your life - you must be
faithful, vigilant, and persevering. On every occasion, you must help and encourage one
another by example and fraternal support, praying unceasingly and offering every



suffering and trial to the heavenly Father. Is it not comforting to know that from all the
world nations where the movement has spread, a chain of prayers rises to heaven
through the so-called "intendancies"? Such spiritual solidarity, when it becomes
habitual, is a precious help for each to persevere in one’s vocation.

While | encourage you to grow in enthusiasm and generosity, | entrust each of you and
the whole Movement to Mary, Mother of Christ, and the Church. May she guide and

sustain you: may Our Lady always protect you.

In her name, | cordially impart to all of you my Apostolic Blessing.



