April 17, 1980, would mark an important milestone in the progress of the Cursillo
Movement. On that day, the Holy Father John Paul Il will receive in private audience,
representing the Movement, Monsignor Hugo Polanco, Archbishop Consiliary of the Latin
American Office of Cursillos, Monsignor José Capmany, Bishop Consiliary of the National
Secretariat of Spain and the European Working Group, Andrés Dauajhre, President of the
National Secretariat of the Dominican Republic and of the Latin American Office, Antonio
lllana, Vice President of the National Secretariat of Spain and the European Group, and
Fr. Diego Bona and Nestore Zuccari, Consiliary and President, respectively, of the
Diocesan Secretariat of Rome. The audience took place in an atmosphere of unusual and
inexpressible cordiality.

- Cursillos, Cursillos, small course, strong experience"...

John Paul Il began the encounter with these phrases, demonstrating that the Movement
was familiar to him. In some initial words, Monsignor Capmany will offer the Pope some
books - "Cursillos of Christianity, instrument of Christian Renewal," "Fundamental Ideas,"
"To Walk in Cursillos of Christianity,” and an album of photographs, through which the
history of Cursillos can be interwoven. John Paul Il leafed through the album,
commenting on some phrases.

Little by little, the Pope became interested in the progress of the Movement, dialoguing
with each of the participants. He asked about the degree and percentage of
perseverance, to which Monsignor Polanco indicated that, since Cursillos is not an
association, it was difficult to answer the question. However, he estimated that, at least

in certain places, the number of those who remained faithful to their commitments was
high.

At one point during the audience, the Holy Father, indeed moved by the description he
had just received, not only of America and Europe but also of the ten Asian countries in
which the Movement is proclaiming its evangelizing function, asked at the top of his
voice, "What can | do for Cursillos?

-"What can | do for cursillos?".

Bona, the Consiliary of the Movement in Rome, took the opportunity to invite him to
address the Cursillistas who, on the occasion of the 1st National Ultreya of Italy, would
gather in St. Peter's Square at the time of the General Audience. Likewise, Andres
Dauajhre, President of the Latin American Office, entered into the dialogue to inform the
Vicar of Christthat in June of that year, Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, would serve
as the setting for the celebration of the V Latin American Encounter of Cursillo Leaders.
Juan Pablo was taking notes with a red and blue pencil. And, without hesitation, he
committed to greet the Ultreya of Italy and to arrive, with a message, to the Encounter
in Santo Domingo.

Upon learning, in the course of the audience and through his direct questions, that the
Cursillos had not yet reached certain countries of Europe, John Paul Il categorically
formulated this charge:



- "Bring the Cursillos to France and Poland".

The request was not disregarded, and in those same days, the first steps and contacts
were initiated in Rome, studying the strategy to be followed to ensure that Poland and
France could experience, in a short period, the call of God that the Cursillo Movement
entails.

The nerves of the moment were followed by the friendliness and simplicity of the Pope,
a current of familiarity, which soon made the participants forget that they were before
the Leader and Master of the whole Church, before the most outstanding leader of the
world today, before the Father who encourages, who animates, who is interested in the
problems of all.

For them, the figure of the Holy Father was enlarged even more, if that is possible, to
see that above the constraints of their time and the diversity of their problems, they
were with a man who was open, affable, tremendously affectionate, who made them
feel completely at ease in his presence.

For the Cursillo Movement, April 17, 1980, was one of its most profound and hopeful
hours. Father's heart was in tune with ours, and the representatives of the different
Continents dispersed in an atmosphere of deep commitment.



