A new intervention of John Paul Il to the Cursillos in Christianity was recorded on the
occasion of the 2nd National Ultreya of Italy:
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Dear brothers and sisters, participating in the Second Italian Uitreya of "Cursillos in
Christianity."

Itis a joy to meet you here in the Vatican Basilica, where Holy Mass was celebrated with
you and for you. In it, you have made a profession of fidelity to the Pope with the
intensity and enthusiasm you now express to me your adhesion and affection.

In this meeting, at the tomb of St. Peter, the history of your Movement is concentrated,
for with it, faith in Christ Jesus and his Gospel, love and adherence to the Church, and
passion for mankind are consolidated.

| greet you all with great cordiality. | dedicate a particular word to Cardinal Eduardo
Pironio. | encourage you in your determination always to go "further ahead" - Ultreya -
as faithful servants of the Gospel, towards man, towards every man.

My appreciation of your Movement comes, first of all, from knowing that, with its
particular pedagogy, it brings people closer to God, fostering in its members, individually
and as a community, a firm and concrete relationship with Christ the Lord and a "first
proclamation" that allows them to begin an experience of mature Christian life.

Secondly, from the confirmation of your intention to live your Baptism authentically and
constantly, in complete union with the Church and her Magisterium, taking care to be an
evangelical leaven where you live and work.

From here, my appreciation is transformed into an exhortation so that, more and more,
you may be agents of evangelization.

INNER CHANGE.

To be authentic evangelizers, you must learnto stand before God; you must educate your
mind and heart to look to Christ, turning to him with affection, loving him, because only
if you succeed in making Christ the constant goal of your life will you be able to animate
the world more and more with his Spirit.

To evangelize is to proclaim God's familiarity with man in Christ, which has been
experienced: "The Life has appeared, and we have seen and testify and declare to you
the eternal life, which was in the Father and has appeared to us" (1 Jn 1:2). Therefore,
to evangelize is to bring the Good News of Christ "to all the environments of humanity



and, with its influence, to transform from within, to renew humanity itself..... But there
is no new humanity if there are not new men and women with the newness of Baptism
and life according to the Gospel. The purpose of evangelization is, therefore, this interior
change" ("Evangelii Nuntiandi," 18).

To evangelizeis to persuade to conversion, which, with the power of the Gospel, changes
"the criteria of judgment, the determining values, the points of interest, the lines of
thought, the inspirational sources and the models of life of humanity, which are in
contrast with the word of God and with the plan of salvation" ("Evangelii Nuntiandi," 18).
("Evangelii Nuntiandi", 19).

To convert means to accept fully the tender and demanding embrace of One greater
than ourselves, whose fidelity and mercy are infinite.

The person born to faith always remains a wounded being inintelligence and will. With
the renewal of conscience and life, conversion and penance thus make it possible to
repair the fractures, heal the wounds, and establish essential unity at all levels. "To
convert is to change one's life in coherence with the change of heart" ("Reconciliatio et
paenitentia", 4).

To proclaim conversion means to bring to the world the forgiveness of God, the mystery
of mercy that is Christ, the merciful "yes" of the Father to the son who returns home,
sure of gratuitous love, to whom to entrust himself. Itis to build a new human reality,
having Christ as its imprint, as the indestructible seal of a life rooted in God and,
therefore, full of meaning.

To convert is to measure one's being and actions from the height of God, from his
merciful embrace, confident that "he who began a good work will bring it to completion"
(Phil. 1:6).

TO PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL.

The "Cursillos in Christianity" is also an instrument raised by God to announce the Gospel
in our time so that men may be converted to Christ, souls may be saved, and so that on
earth, there may be peace in truth and charity.

But undoubtedly, your Movement has particular characteristics that make it truly
effective only if they are fully realized and lived.

Recalling a fundamental element of the formative program of the "Cursillos," we can say
that Jesus the Redeemer looks at humanity in three different ways. On the one hand,
there is the look of Jesus to the rich young man (Mk.10:17-22) to call him to a life of
more intense fervor and total dedication to truth and witness; there is also the look of
Jesus to the crowds "weary and fainting like sheep without a shepherd" (Mt.9:36), to
invite them to prayer asking for generous "workers" for the harvest of God; and there is,
finally, the look of Jesus to Peter after the denial (Lk.22:68 ), to rebuke him for his
cowardice and to encourage him to sorrow and trust.



Some are far from truth and grace, who live in error or sin; there are the restless and
insecure, who eagerly seek the meaning of their existence and the foundation of the
whole universe; there are the lukewarm and indifferent, who, tired and discouraged,
walk the path of life without problems or transcendental questions.

TO BE LEAVEN IN THE ENVIRONMENTS.

You, who belong to the "Cursillos in Christianity," must be precisely the leaven in the
various environments of modern society to ensure that the man of today meets the gaze
of Christ the Savior. Thisis a beautiful and formidable task, a superb ideal that demands
generous commitment to take advantage of the possibility of spiritual formation that the
Cursillos place at your disposal; only if you carefully take care of your formation will you
be truly capable of evangelizing the environment in which you live with the coherent
testimony of Christian life in the family, marriage, work, school, according to the spirit of
the "profession of fidelity to the Pope," which you have proclaimed, and which embraces
a serious and complete program of Christian life.

Put yourselves, therefore, at the service of parishes and dioceses, whether for the
catechesis of children and adults or the animation of various activities in consultories,
social and civil tasks, volunteer work, care for the poor and the suffering.

Christ is counting on you, and you can count on his grace.

Therefore, | exhort you not to conform yourselves to the mentality of this century but to
transform yourselves by renewing your mind to discern God's will, what is good, pleasing
to Him, and perfect (cf. Rom. 12:2), and | pray for you to the Virgin Mary to help you to
be open like her to God's initiative in your life and to be witnesses of His love.

Asking for you and all those who represent you an abundance of gifts, | bless you from
my heart.



