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Dear Brothers and Sisters

| warmly welcome all of you who have come from the various regions of Italy to
participate in the 4th National Ultreya of the Cursillos in Christianity. | greet most
particularly the Venerable Brothers in the Episcopate present here, and | direct my
thoughts at this time to the priests and lay people who make up the "structures of
communion" of your Movement; at the same time, | thank God for the abundance of
gifts and lights with which He acts through every one of you.

The celebration of this National Ultreya is in keeping with your style of evangelization,
which is strengthened by the experience of communion with the successor of Peter and
with the dioceses, thus reaffirming the ecclesial dimension. Indeed, as "Evangelii
Nuntiandi" reminds us, "evangelizing is never and for no one an individual and isolated
act, but a profoundly ecclesial one." "Each evangelizer evangelizes in the name of the
Church, which in turn does so in virtue of a mandate from the Lord" (EN 60).

Your Movement asks you to be an evangelical leaven in the "mass" of the world. It is not
an easy task that presupposes great humility and a solid faith in the Lord. Acting in a
world where there is no lack of signs of hope and positive energies seriously dedicated
to the service of good, you nevertheless discover every day the significant wounds that
weaken it, such as secularization and religious indifference, the violence that, from time
to time crushes defenseless men and women, the contempt, sometimes underhanded,
for human life. Byyour discreet apostolic action, take the side of this wounded humanity
and dispose of it to welcome the Truth of man: Christ. After preparing the ground for the
redeeming Grace, you can offer to many brothers and sisters, through the Cursillos in
Christianity, an intense, liberating, and joyful encounter with the Lord. Remain always a
living leaven. But how can you maintain this evangelical fervor?

Your spiritual and apostolic program uses the image of the "tripod" to indicate that piety,
study, and action are the conditions that guarantee fidelity to your vocation.

The evangelizer is, above all, one who, having found the precious stone of which the
Gospel speaks, feels the need to communicate his discovery to others. It is precisely in
prayerful listening that the good news of God's love can be grasped. Prayer remains an
excellent occasion for experiencing the joy of being the Lord's beloved children. The
apostle's need to constantly experience divine grace is also linked to prayer. In fact, it is
not only his words but, above all, his identity as a temple of the living God and his
configuration to Christ that arouses the desire to encounter God in those who are far
from him.



"Worship the Lord, Christ, always ready to answer those who ask you the reason for your
hope" (1 Peter 3:13). Peter suggests another essential dimension of the evangelizer: the
need to deepen the rational foundation of the good news through the continuous study
of the Word of God and the living Tradition of the Church. The guiding principle of
Christian proclamation, fidelity to God and to man, requires constant attention to
contemporary culture.

This study must unite scientific rigor with the sapiential dimension, which willlead to the
acceptance of revealed data as a gift and grace, stimulating us to share the joy of having
encountered the Truth with others.

The first recipients of this sharing will be the families themselves: to this end, | exhort
you to live, support, and spread the recommended practice of reading the Gospel inthe
family, a precious occasion for an encounter with the Lord.

Finally, the approach of the third Christian millennium and the urgency of the new
evangelization should find you exceptionally dedicated to missionary activity, with
renewed zeal and with methods that are always appropriate.

As you proposed in the mini-mission held by your Movementin 1993, this should be ever
more thorough and ramified to bring Jesus to all environments, witnessing to those who
are far away from the merciful face of the Father and a renewed experience of the
Church.

Dear brothers and sisters, Christ needs you; do not refuse his invitation. Be generous
and courageous in your response.

May the 4th National Ultreya be the beginning of a new path of Grace for your
Movement and for so many brothers and sisters who are far away. May Mary, the Mother

of the Church, accompany you in your daily commitment to evangelization.

With all my heart, | want to encourage you, and | bless you.



